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Erratum to ‘‘New discoveries and interpretations
of hominid fossils and artifacts from Vindija Cave,

Croatia’’ [J. Hum. Evol. 46 (1) (2004) 27e67]1
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The authors regret that the Vindija Cave fossil
specimen Vi 13.10 was misidentified as a hominid
scapular fragment. Upon further analysis, it is
clear that this specimen is most likely a fragment
of carnivore ilium. Although the overall form of
the specimen was originally thought to be a robust
inferior angle of a hominid scapula, one feature,
a circular ligamentous attachment area, has since
been identified that is inconsistent with this identi-
fication and is most consistent with identification
as a small portion of carnivore (likely canid or
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felid) superior iliac margin. Figure 1 shows the
medial aspect (ventral when misidentified as
scapula) of Vi 13.10 next to a similarly positioned
ilium of Canis lupus.

The circular attachment area seen in the Canis
ilium and the Vindija specimen is a form of the
iliac tuberosity (Evans, 1993). Examination of car-
nivore innominates housed at the Institute for
Quaternary Geology and Paleontology (Zagreb)
and the University of Wyoming (Laramie) reveals
that the circular form is common among Canis
lupus, but not observed among Canis lupuseCanis
familiaris hybrids or Canis familiaris. Isolated
specimens of Panthera tigris (nZ 2), Panthera leo
(nZ 1), Felis concolor (nZ 5), Ursus arctos (nZ 3),
Ursus americanus (nZ 3), and Canis latrans (nZ 5)
also lack this circular iliac tuberosity, yet similar
structures are occasionally seen in human ilia.
The thickness and shape of the superior iliac bor-
der of Vi 13.10 is more similar to the Panthera
specimens examined than to those of Canis lupus.
Thus, given the limited number of Panthera
ved.
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Fig. 1. Ventral aspects of a Canis lupus ilium and Vi 13.10. The

circular form of the iliac tuberosity is identified by ‘‘a’’ in the

figure. The scale is 1 mm.
examined, this genus cannot be ruled out for the
identity of the Vindija specimen. Specimen Vi
13.10 likely derives from Vindija stratigraphic unit
I. Canis lupus, Panthera spelaea, and Panthera par-
dus are all present in the unit I faunal assemblage
(Malez and Ullrich, 1982), and thus Vi 13.10 likely
is attributable to one of these species. However,
neither P. spalaea nor P. pardus were available for
comparison. The authors thank D. W. Frayer for
bringing this issue to their attention.
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